Connecticut Coalition for Sustainable Materials Management Meeting

Meeting Minutes
December 10, 2020 Food Scraps/ Organics Collection and Diversion Working Group via ZOOM

Present: See Attachment A

Next meeting: N/A, final scheduled meeting for this working
group

Prepared by: Chelsey Hahn, DEEP

I. Call to Order and Announcements
Meeting started at 1:00pm.

Co-chairs Katie Dykes, DEEP Commissioner and Ronald McDaniel, Mayor of Montville provided opening
remarks, and outlined the goals of the meeting.

Il. Committee Reports

Robert Isner, DEEP outlined the findings from the working group process and the legislative pathways,
for the next steps in this process. After the discussion of the legislative pathways section Katie Dykes
opened up the floor for dialog about those topics and what would be most helpful and important to
communicate to legislators. Robert then provided an overview of the DEEP actions and the
Municipal actions related to food scraps and organics collection and diversion as a result of this
process.

lll. Roundtable

Working group members discussed the radius of the law and all other possible changes to the
Commercial Organics Recycling law. There was concern that the mileage in the law leaves too many
folks out and that expanding the mileage would also be hurtful due to cost. A discussion continued
around the infrastructure needs for more processing and the constraints for rural areas. Municipalities
need funding for pilot programs or other collection systems. A discussion around a mandate for
diverting organics and adding organics as a designated recyclable and the need for infrastructure.
Regionalization and contracts with haulers were also a topic of discussion. Home composting was also
of interest among the working group members.

Other discussion included next steps, including upcoming meeting dates and a reminder to join the
meeting in January.

IV. Public Comment



Members of the public were asked to use the “chat” feature or the “raise hand” feature to indicate if
they wanted to make a comment.

The members of the public shared that compostable bags and contamination or “bad habits” and
behavior change is an issue that is important to consider. A comment mentioned creative reuse centers
as an example of public private partnership.

V. Adjournment

Meeting adjourned at 2:56pm
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